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Murdoch-Moreland
Garth & Gloria Moreland of Brandon are thrilled
to announce the marriage of their daughter
Melissa to Dr. Greg Murdoch, son of Bob & Jean
Murdoch also of Brandon.  The ceremony took
place December 28, 2007 in the presence of
family at the Coral Mist Beach Hotel in Barbados.
The happy couple reside in Saskatoon, SK. 

Kyla Henderson is a Brandon
freelance writer.

Kyla Henderson

MILLING ABOUT
THE WHEAT CITY

The Military Wives Sisterhood
got together Wednesday night for a
potluck and games night, but also to
raise some money for a good cause.

Held downtown in the basement
of the First Presbyterian Church, a
small group of moms and their
children dined in honour of fallen
CFB Shilo soldiers Cpl. Paul Davis
and Master Cpl. Jeff Walsh.

“We haven’t seen each other since
Christmas, so originally we were
just going to have a potluck and

games night, but then we heard
about the Night of a Thousand
Dinners,” said Gayle Raynor, chair
and founder of the Military Wives
Sisterhood.

The group decided to register
their potluck as a Night of a
Thousand Dinners with the
Canadian Landmine Foundation to
support the training of land mine
detection dogs, since two dogs
currently being trained as mine
detection dogs will be named after

Davis and Walsh.
“We really wanted to raise some

money to go towards the training of
those two dogs,” Raynor said.

The local event offered a
tantalising spread of home cooked
meals and the children were busy
with games such as Twister.

“A good time was had by all,”
Raynor said.

The group is still gathering
donations in support of the
Canadian Landmine Foundation

until March 1.
Night of a Thousand Dinners is

an international fundraiser that
encourages smaller gatherings like
potlucks and office parties to turn
themselves into an event of global
significance by collecting donations
for the foundation.

The Canadian Landmine
Foundation aims at raising
awareness and funds to stop the
human and economic suffering
caused by land mines.

The Military Wives Sisterhood
holds an event once a month and
will celebrate its second anniversary
this year on April 27.

For more information about 
the Military Wives Sisterhood,
visit their Web site at:
www.militarywivessisterhood.com 
or contact Gayle Raynor at 725-3210.

Clockwise from top left: 
● Military Wives 
Sisterhood founder Gayle
Raynor and member
Becky Brown attend the
sisterhood’s potluck
fundraiser at First 
Presbyterian Wednesday;  
● military kids Jordan
Walsh, 4, Cassie Jones,
7, and Avery Walsh, 7,
mug for the camera; 
● wives Maggie Gustafson
and Jill Puikkala enjoy
their meal, knowing it’s
for a good cause: 
raising funds to train 
landmine-sniffing dogs; 
● Grayson Jones gets 
a big hug from big 
sister Cassie.

(Kyla Henderson/for the Sun)

BY DANIELA PETROFF

MILAN, Italy — Fashion seems to
tiptoe around Milan these days, rather
than strut down the runway as it did in
the heyday of the ‘‘moda Milanese.’’

From the scarcity of glitzy parties, to
the empty seats in the VIP section at the
shows, to the sobriety of the styles, the
current week of Italian preview
showings promises a sombre fall-winter
2008-2009 season.

Recession is the talk of the town, and
the strong euro is visibly taking its toll.
The streets usually filled with
fashionistas taking advantage of the
shows for an Italian shopping spree, are
sadly quiet, and the once bustling stores
often empty.

‘‘It’s a difficult moment,’’ said
Andrea Della Valle, vice-president of
the Tod’s leather company, famous for
its bags and shoes, at a recent meeting
of high-end fashion companies in
Milan. Della Valle however added that
he expected things to improve by 2009.

The downbeat mood could not help
but creep onto the winter runway,
starting with the palette. It begins with
basic black, and doesn’t get any brighter
than light grey and beige.

A series of muted fall colours ranging
from pomegranate red to eggplant blue,
moss green and leaf yellow add a bit of
spice to the bland colour scheme.

The long, lean silhouette also reflects
the times. Gone are the sexy styles
which made Milan the hottest runway
on the fashion map, to be replaced by
outfits so prim they would feel more at
home in a convent than a club.

That is unless you are Miuccia Prada,
who transformed lace from demure to
daring Tuesday night, outfitting her
ladies in body-hugging black dresses.
Optimism should however be
moderated.

The high-collared look, worn with
hair strictly pulled back in a chignon
and almost no makeup, could also fill
the wardrobe of the not-so-merry
widow.

‘‘I have always hated lace,’’ said
Prada, famous for her unfussy
minimalist styles. ‘‘But I love a
challenge, and thought it could work for
my new ’femme fatale.’’’

And it did, as model after model

slinked down the new ramp runway in
coarse lace outfits that created a peek-a-
boo effect with the bare flesh below.

Roberto Cavalli returned the favour
Wednesday morning, going from his
trademark sexy to sugary sweet, in
romantic debutante gowns decorated
with flowers, and coats and vests
embroidered in naif folksy patterns.
There was not a zebra stripe or a
leopard spot in sight.

‘‘I wanted to create clothes that make
a woman beautiful without seeming
vulgar,’’ the apparent fashion convert
said before the show.

Minimalist naif is nothing new to
Consuelo Castiglione, the name behind
the Marni label, who presented her
latest wears Wednesday. This season,
she worked hard on detail in creating

interesting collars and hemlines on an
otherwise simple silhouette. Fun high-
heeled pumps in brightly coloured
patent-leather offered some sorely
needed humour to this serious round of
collections.

The Gucci show, which ended
Wednesday’s presentations, seemed like
a kaleidoscope of next winter’s fashion
issues.

The silhouette was simple enough,
based on a silk tunic, belted below the
waist. But when creative director, Frida
Giannini, fashioned her outfits in
brightly patterned silk, and decorated
them with every possible embroidery —
from dangling tassels to gripping studs
— the effect was dazzling.

» The Associated Press

Military wives potluck for good times, good cause

FALL-WINTER FASHION 2008-2009

Milan turns its back on sexy,
drab and prim reflect recession

“The downbeat mood
could not help but creep
onto the winter runway,
starting with the
palette. It begins with
basic black, and doesn’t
get any brighter than
light grey and beige.

(The Associated Press)
Clockwise from
above: Lindsay

Lohan adds a
little star power

in a Dolce &
Gabbana cre-

ation; from
John Richmond;

a Gianni Ver-
sace creation; 

a gown from
Dolce & 

Gabbana.




